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As the god of shepherds, Pan was calso a lover of music, and
on returning in the evening from the chase, says the Homeric
story, he was wont to play sweet tunes on his pan-pipe (Syrinx) ?
whilst the Oreads, or mountain-nymphs, sang the praises of the
gods and led off their spirited dances. The poets have founded
a story on his discovery of the Syrinx. They invented a fabu-
lous nymph called Syrinx, with whom Pan was supposed to
have fallen violently in love. The nymph, however, did not
return his affection, and fled from his embraces. Pan pursued
her, and in her extremity she sought the aid of Gasa, who trans-
formed her into a reed. Out of this reed Pan, by joining seven
pieces together, made an instrument which he called the Syrinx,
after the nymph.

Pan was as passionately fond of dancing as of music.
According to Pindar, he was the most accomplished dancer
among the gods. His favourite amusement was to dance in
company with the mountain-nymphs, on which occasions he
regaled them with every kind of droll leap, in the performance
of which his goat's feet stood him in good stead.

As a wood-deity, Pan also possessed the gift of prophecy;
indeed, according to some, it was he who first imparted this gift
to Apollo. He certainly had a very ancient oracle at Acacesiimi
in Arcadia.

Wild mountainous country and the thick untrodden forest
are both alike apt to impress the lonely traveller with feelings of
awe. All such sensations of sudden and unaccountable fear
were ascribed to Pan (Panic). He was also said to delight in
terrifying travellers with all kinds of strange noises. Hence, ai,
a later period, arose the story that in the contest with the
Titans he rendered good service to Zeus by blowing on a shell
trumpet which he had invented, whereupon the Titans were
seized with a sudden terror. This, however, is only another
version of Triton's services at the battle with the giants. It is